
Hosting a Steven Hill Participatory Workshop 2015 
 

Throwing, Assembling, Finishing / 
Atmospheric-like Effects for Electric Firing 

 
In this workshop the class will throw and alter pots based on a thematic direction (could 
be pitchers / mugs, bowls, teapots, covered jars, dinnerware, etc…) and work with 
decorative slip. Steven Hill will discuss his philosophy on making pottery, while throwing, 
assembling and decorating the forms and techniques that he is well known for. The 
focus will be on spouts, handles, form, surface, and the relationship between these 
elements.  
 
When glazing Steven will address ways to achieve the kind of richness and surface 
variation in electric kilns that potters have come to associate with fuel burning kilns and 
reduction firing. The goal is not to imitate reduction, but to set the stage so that multiple 
layered glazes can interact with each other in the firing. The basic techniques of 
spraying and the more advanced theories of layering and blending glazes will be 
addressed. The pots will be fired at ^6-8 oxidation. 
 
This will be an intermediate / advanced workshop. Steven is a thrower and his 
demonstrations will be on throwing and assembly, but hand-builders are welcomed as 
well. 
 
Agenda for the week: (the ideal length is 6-7 days, but can happen in 5) 
 
First Half of Week  

• The first half of the week the emphasis is on making pots… throwing, assembly, 
form and surface, including slip. We will do at least one firing, however, with the 
bisque pieces brought to the workshop. This will help get students comfortable 
with the concept of spraying and layering glazes. 

Second Half of Week  
• The emphasis is on glazing, with theory, demo’s, lectures. Students will glaze the 

pots they made the first half of the week. We will fire as many kilns as it takes! 
• Students will go home with KNOWLEDGE and hopefully a few nice pots, but our 

motto for the week will be “Process not Product!” 
 
Bio  

Steven Hill received his BFA from Kansas State University in 1973 and has been a studio 
potter since 1975. Steven's work is exhibited and sold in nationally juried shows and is 
featured in many ceramics books. He has conducted nearly 200 workshops throughout 
the United States and Canada and has written many ceramics articles; "An Approach To 
Single-Firing" (January 1986, Ceramics Monthly), "Long Distance Runner" (December 
1989, Studio Potter), "Don't Put The Flames Out" (February 1994, Ceramics Monthly), 
“Pulling Handles”, (Spring 1998, Pottery Making Illustrated), “Where You’ve Been Is 
Good And Gone, All You Keep Is The Gettin’ There” (April 1998, Ceramics Monthly), 
“Spraying Glazes”, (March 2002, Pottery Making Illustrated),“An Approach to Single 
Firing – Further In”, (January 2006, Ceramics Monthly), and , “The Eight Month 
Workshop – A Journey of Discovery”, (June 2008, Ceramics Monthly). Steven’s most 
recent article, “Atmospheric-Like Effects for Electric Firing” is in the March 2012 
Ceramics Monthly. 

 



In 1998 Steven co-founded Red Star Studios Ceramic Center in Kansas City, MO and 
co-founded Center Street Clay in Sandwich, IL in 2006. Currently Steven is doing what 
he does best… Making pots, writing about ceramics, teaching workshops and letting 
someone else take care of business! His new home is 323 Clay in Independence, MO. 

 
Steven Hill 
323 Clay 
323 West Maple Ave. 
Independence, MO 64050 
sahill@me.com 
816-810-1563 
 
Info for the hosting institution: 
• The workshop facility should have at least one cone 10 programmable electric kiln. The maximum 

number of students should be determined by the available firing space. If there are more 
participants than firing space, another firing could be scheduled after the workshop is completed. 

• Participants should bring in 4 to 6 small – medium pots ready to be glazed. Pots should be in the 
range of mug to small vase size (no more than 6-8”). My work will be raw glazed (bone dry) and 
single fired, but participants should bisque fire their work if they are used to glazing bisque ware. 
During the workshop students will be encouraged to raw glaze. 

• The facility will need to mix adequate quantities of approximately 10 of my glazes ahead of time to 
use during the workshop. As an alternative, some ceramic supply stores have mixed the glazes for 
some of my glazing workshops. 

• A temporary spray area can be set up outdoors. You will need a compressor, worktables and banding 
wheels. I will bring an adequate number of spray guns with me. In order to facilitate timely glazing of 
student pots, there will need to be 6 – 10 spray stations set up with one gun, a banding wheel and 
water bucket at each station (this is relatively easy to set up outside on 3-8’ folding tables. 2-3 art fair 
tents will help protect students from sun or inclement weather). We will be working with about 10 
glazes and spraying is more efficient if there are multiple stations. 

• In the past, some studios have put out a call for students to bring a banding wheel with them so we 
have 10 available. 

 


